
 

 

HD 234 WI “Social Gerontology” At A Glance 

This course is an introduction and overview of the emotional, physical, and social 

processes of aging. It is especially useful for anyone going into the medical field, 

or someone with an older person in their home, or anyone who plans to age in 

the future and would like to know what is ahead for them. 

This will be explored through online learning opportunities, on-going reading and 
formal learning projects. Particular attention is given to the following topics: 

• the origins and intent of gerontology 

• cross-cultural perspectives 

• multi-disciplinary theoretical approaches 

• ageism and age stereotypes 

• economics and aging 

• social policies and programs 

• mid- and late-life transitions 

• bio-psycho/social/spiritual aspects of aging 

• health and illness in later life.  
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Details for HD 234 WI 
This FALL 2020 class meets online via Laulima. We begin on August 24, 
2020 and continue through the first week of December.  
 

Prerequisite for this class is completion of English 100 with a C or better; 
FamR 230 or PSY 100 recommended but not required.  

It’s a good idea to check into our virtual classroom at least twice a week just 
as you would if you were attending a traditional face-to-face class. 

I give specific due dates that are listed in each module. The deadline for all 
online submissions is posted with the assignments and folders. 
 

 

Introduce Yourself: 
I want to know who you are! Within the first week of class, as part of class participation, please 
prepare an introduction. Please include a good quality photo (I need to be able to recognize 
you on the street!) and tell us something about yourself, but do NOT include your phone 
number, address, or other private details. Then post your introduction to the 
INTRODUCTIONS folder on the Discussion page. I’ve put mine in as an example. 

 

Students With Verified Disabilities: If you have a disability with verification on file with 
our Office of Students with Disabilities, please let me know if you think you will need 
accommodation. I will be glad to provide accommodations as needed. 

 

 
WHO I AM AND HOW TO FIND ME: 
Lucy L Jones, PhD., lucyj@hawaii.edu  
Associate Professor, Hawai`i CC 
Office – Kaliko 151 – Pālamanui  
Student Hours by appointment 
My office phone is 808-969-8849 
 
Feel free to stop by to chat, although it’s a good idea to make an appointment 
to see me. If you are in Hilo or on one of the other islands, we can chat 
online.  
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REQUIRED MATERIALS 

Aging: Concepts and Controversies by Harry R. Moody and Jennifer R. 
Sasser (9th edition, 2017) ISBN: 978-1506328003 
 

 

 

 

This is a Writing Intensive Course! 
 

 
 

Guidelines for Writing-Intensive Courses: 

1. You are required to do a significant amount of writing. In addition to the 
essay required for each module, you will also write a final research paper 
following the attached rubric.  

2. This course emphasizes writing as an essential tool for learning course 
material. Clear, well-organized writing is a way of acquiring, analyzing, and 
communicating knowledge, and the act of writing does not merely record or 
reformulate thought but generates thought as well. 

3. From the beginning of the semester, you and I will interact often in order to 
assist in your learning through the writing process. 

4. Writing is a major element in determining your grade for this course. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
• Articulate and demonstrate an awareness and sensitivity to the basic 

social, psychological, and biophysical changes that occur as part of the 

human aging process. 

• Recognize and articulate the variability of individual aging experiences 

due to gender, race/ethnicity, class, and other factors contributing to 

diversity and differences. 

 

IN CLASS, expect to participate actively in class, usually in the form of 

answering questions, and engaging in conversations with your classmates. Class 

discussions are a necessary part of any regular class. Since I try to replicate this 



 

 

atmosphere, you will want to take part in regular discussion among the class 

members by responding to at least two of your classmates each week. This 

counts as "participation." I probably will take part in these discussions, but not all 

the time. I will, however, be responding to each of the assignments, sometimes 

individually and sometimes collectively. 

OUTSIDE OF CLASS, you will need to meet with me at least once during the 

semester. I like to know the students in my classes on a more personal level so 

you can be more than just a name on the page. On top of that, we need to fulfill 

the government requirement that we are following the rules of an online class. 

Please don’t wait until the last minute; let’s arrange a time to meet in person, on 

Skype, or on FaceTime no later than week six. 

NECESSARY INFORMATION: 
The school catalog http://hawaii.hawaii.edu/catalog has information regarding: 
 

• “Non-discrimination” 

• “Student Conduct Code” 

• “Sexual Harassment” 
• “Academic Grievance” 

 

Cyber-Class: Sometimes assignments are lost in cyberspace. Make sure that you keep an 
electronic copy of everything you send in case you need to verify that you sent an assignment by 
the due date. I do give points for posting your assignments on time. The time an item is sent 
shows up on electronic submissions. With electronic copies sent to yourself, you can forward lost 
assignments to me to receive credit for the module. Invariably your computer will decide to be 
difficult or it will crash just the very moment before midnight that you were going to send in your 
assignment. Please plan ahead! 

Grades: At the end of each week, you will be able to check the Gradebook on Laulima to see 
where you stand. If you are more than two weeks behind, you need to talk with me ASAP. I  will 
accept no late work past the end of each four weeks. At times, there will be more or less points 
than indicated. The final grade is based on the percentage of total points given through the 
semester.  
 
Semester Grades 
90-100% = A 
80-89%   = B  
70-79%   = C 
60-69%   = D 
0 – 59%  = F 

 
Grades are based on the following 

http://hawaii.hawaii.edu/catalog


 

 

• Your Introduction = Up to 20 points 
• Reading Reflections = Up to 20 or more points each 
• Assignments Turned in On Time = 10 points 
• Meeting with Me = 40 points 
• Interview with Concluding Statement = up to 60 points 
• Social Policy Research Paper = Up to 80 points 
• Participation = Up to 20 points each week 
• Semester Reflection = Up to 20 points 
• CES completion = 10 points 

Other Policies for This Class: 
 

Turnitin: You are to use Turnitin with each of your papers. The Class ID is 24237603 and the 

password is “hd234” (without the quotation marks). Under Modules in Laulima, “turnitin” is 

explained more completely in case you are not familiar with using it. Turnitin.com is not where you 

turn in your assignment, but where you check it for originality. Then you post your assignment on 

Laulima for me to read. 

 

Announcements: Please check Laulima regularly for announcements. You can sign in using your 

school ID and password. Sometimes it will show up in your email, as well. 

 

Assignments: For all assignments you are expected to use correct English, including spelling, 

grammar, and punctuation. There are specifically labeled folders on the “Discussion” page where 

you will post your written work. 

 

Personal Request: For your Laulima posts, I need you to use 16 or 18 font Arial for the sake of my 

eyes. My old eyes start to cross after I’ve read too much online, so making it bigger (not bold) helps 

a great deal. Word docs or .pdf files can be in 12 font Arial. 

WRITING INTENSIVE ASSIGNMENTS:  

• Weekly Reading Reflection: Each week you will write a 1-2 typed page 
reflection on the assigned reading or pages in the textbook. These are due 
the following week as noted in Laulima. Do NOT use MS Works. Because 
this is a Writing Intensive course, you will need to fulfill the minimum 
number of pages or word count for the semester. (See the “Writing 
Intensive Guidelines” at the beginning of this syllabus.) Each page is 
approximately 250 words, so plan accordingly. (This does not mean a huge 
font with lots of spaces and wide margins!)  

• Interview Assignment: This will be the result of an interview with an over-
65 person and a concluding statement. Create and turn in at least 5 



 

 

questions you think are appropriate for an interview.  These questions are 
due the end of the 4th week. Collated questions will be given to you the 
following week as suggestions for you to use in your interview. You might 
not need to use all the questions, but the list will provide you with a 
guideline for the interview. Do the interview as soon as possible rather 
than last minute.  

• Social Policy Research Paper: I suggest that you begin your research for 
this paper early in the semester. You may discover a topic of interest in the 
weekly chapters of the textbook. These issues must be relevant to the 
aging population. This paper is to be 4-5 typed pages, complete with 
references. Be creative with your presentation. Discuss your thoughts on 
this with me when we meet. Meet with a partner via Skype, email, phone, 
or in person to do the peer review.  

o Both the Interview and the Social Policy essays are to be 4-5 typed 
double-spaced pages in length, 12 font Arial or 14 font Times New 
Roman. Submit your work as a .doc or .docx attachment, or as a .pdf. 
Do NOT use MS Works. 

• Peer Reviews: Since we will not be face to face, you will be required to do 
a peer review on one other person in class for the Social Issues paper. You 
will partner with one other student and plan to do your discussions through 
Messages, Email, Chat, phone, or Skype. I will give you a form for your 
Peer Review to be forwarded to me. I will assign peer review partners at 
the beginning of the semester, but it will help if you live near someone else 
in the class, so please let me know. Also, you will want to comment on the 
Final Draft of other students. This is good feedback for them, plus it helps 
everyone when you join in a class discussion. 
 

HD234W RUBRIC: Introductions, Weekly Reading 

Reflections, Interview, Social Policy, Participation 

 Excellent  Good Adequate  Inadequate 

 
Introduction  

 
Provided 
biographical 
details; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation; 
photo AND 

 
Provided 
biographical 
details; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
punctuation; 
photo 

 
Provided 
biographical 
details; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation  

 
Provided 
biographical 
details; met 
length 
requirement; 
but incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation 



 

 

overall 
excellence  
 

Weekly 
Reading 
Reflections 

Thoughtful & 
provocative 
response; 
met length 
requirements, 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation 
AND overall 
excellence,  
 

Thoughtful 
response; 
met length 
requirements 
Correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
punctuation  

Met length 
requirement; 
incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation  

Inadequate 
length, 
incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation  

 
Interview 

 
Thoughtful & 
provocative 
questions; 
met length 
requirements; 
excellent 
concluding 
statement; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 
punctuation 
AND overall 
excellence,  
 

 
Thoughtful 
questions; 
met length 
requirements 
Correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
punctuation 
 

 
Met length 
requirement; 
incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation 
 

 
Inadequate 
length, 
incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation 
 

 
Social 
Policy 

Rubric will be 
given later  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Participation 

 
Met length 
requirement; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 

 
Met length 
requirement; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 
and 

 
Met length 
requirement; 
correct 
spelling, 
grammar, 

 
Inadequate 
length, 
incorrect 
spelling, 
grammar, or 
punctuation 



 

 

punctuation; 
thoughtful 
and 
provocative 
response  
 

punctuation; 
good 
response 

and 
punctuation 

 

 
Semester 
Reflection 

 
Thoughtful & 
provocative 
responses; 
correct 
grammar, 
spelling, and 
punctuation. 
Overall 
excellence 
 

 
Thoughtful 
responses; 
correct 
grammar, 
spelling, and 
punctuation 

 
Simple 
response; 
correct 
grammar, 
spelling, 
and 
punctuation 

 
Inadequate 
response; 
incorrect 
grammar, 
spelling, 
and 
punctuation. 

 

 
TENTATIVE TOPICS AND SCHEDULE 
 
MODULE 1: Introduction, Overview, and Careers in Aging 
 
MODULE 2: Basic Concepts I. A Life Course Perspective on Aging   
 
MODULE 3: Controversy 1. Does Old Age Have Meaning?  

 
MODULE 4: Controversy 2. Why Do Our Bodies Grow Old? 
 
MODULE 5: Controversy 3. Do Intelligence and Creativity Decline with 

Age? 
 
MODULE 6: Basic Concepts II: Aging, Health Care and Society 
 
MODULE 7: Controversy 4. Should We Ration Health Care for Older 

People? 
 
MODULE 8: Controversy 5. Should Families Provide for Their Own? 
 
MODULE 9: Controversy 6. Should Older People be Protected from Bad 
Choices? 
 



 

 

MODULE 10: Controversy 7. Should People Have the Choice to End 
Their Lives? 
 Final Draft for Interview due midnight October 31, 2020 
 
MODULE 11: Basic Concepts III. Social and Economic Outlook for An 

Aging Society 
 
MODULE 12: Controversy 8. Should Age or Need Be the Basis for 

Entitlement? 
 
MODULE 13: Controversy 9. What is the Future for Social Security? 
 
MODULE 14: Controversy 10. Is Retirement Obsolete? 
 
MODULE 15-16: Controversy 11. Aging Boomers: Boom or Bust? and 
Controversy 12:  The New Aging Marketplace:  Hope or Hype? 
 
 Final research paper due midnight November 30, 2020 

 

 

Feeling Lost?? There may be words and concepts that are not familiar to you. 

This is a college level course and you are expected to do independent work, 

including looking up words and concepts you don't understand. If you have done 

your best research and you still have questions, consult with me via email or 

message, or check with other students on the Discussion page under 

"Questions." 
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